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To Lie. v. n. [leggen, Dutch.] To lie. 

Thou kenft the great care 
I have of thy health and thy welfare. 

Which many wild beads liggen in wait. 

For to entrap in thy tender ftate. Spenfcr's Paflarals. 

LI GAMENT. n. f [ ligamentum , from ligo, Latin ; ligament, 
French.] 

Ligament is a white and folid body, fofter than a cartilage, 
but harder than a membrane ; they have no confpicuous ca- • 
vitics, neither have they any fenfe, left they fliould fuffer 
upon tile motion of the joint: their chief ufc is to fallen the 
bones, which are articulated together for mofion, left they 
fliould be diflocatcd with exercife. Quincy. 

Be all their ligaments at once unbound, 

And their disjointed bones to powder ground. Sandys. 
The incus fituate between the two former is one way join¬ 
ed to the malleus, the other end being a procefs is fixed with 
a ligament to the ftapes. Holder s Elements of Speech. 

2. [In popular or poetical language.] Any thing which connects 
the parts of the body. 

Though our ligaments betimes grow weak. 

We mult not force them till themfelves they break. Denh. 

3. Bond ; chain ; entanglement. 

Men fometimes, upon the hour of departure, do (peak and 
reafon above themfelves; for then the fotil, beginning to be 
.freed from the ligaments of the body, realons like herfelf, and 
difcourles in a ftrain above mortality. Addifon's Spectator. 

Lie ame'ntal. 1 n. f. [from ligament.] Compofing a liga- 

Ligame'ntous. J ment. 

The urachos or ligamental paflage is derived from the bot¬ 
tom of the bladder, whereby it difehargeth the watery and 
urinary part of-its aliment. Brown's Vvigor Errours. 

The clavicle is inferted into the firft bone of the fternon, 
and bound in - by a ftrong ligamentous membrane. JVifeman. 

Liga'tion. n.f. [ligatio, Latin.] 

1. The a# of binding. 

2. The ftate of being bound. 

The (lumber of the body feems to be but the waking of 
the foul: it is the ligation of lenfe, but the liberty of reafon. 

Addifon's Spectator, N°. 487. 

Li'gature. n.f. [ligature, French; iigatura , Latin.] 

1. Any thing bound on ; bandage. 

He deludeth us alfo by philters, ligatures , charms, and 
many fuperftitious ways in the cure of di(cafes. Brown. 

If you flit the artery, and thrull into it a pipe, and caft a 
ftrait ligature upon that part of the artery ; notwithftanding 
the blood hath free paflage through the pipe, yet will not the 
artery beat below the ligature ; but Jo but take off the liga¬ 
ture it will beat immediately. Bay on Creation. 

The many ligatures of our Englilh drefs check the circur 
Iation of the blood. Spelt at or, N . 576. 

I found my arms and legs very ftrongly faftened on each fide 
to the ground ; I likewile felt feveral flender ligatures acrofs 
my body, from my arm-pits- to my thighs. Gulliver's Trav. 

2. The a# of binding. 

The fatal noofe performed its office, and with molt Itricl 
ligature fqueczed the blood into his face. Arbuth. J. Bull. 

Any hop page of the circulation Will produce a droply, as 
by ftrong ligature , or coraprcffion. Arbuthnot on Diet. 

The ftate of being bound. 

Sand and gravel grounds eafily admit of heat and moifture, 
for which they arc not much the better, becaufe they let it 
pafs too foon, and contra# no ligature. Mortimer s Hufb. 

LIGHT, n.f [leojTe, Saxon.] . , . ... 

1. That quality or action of the medium of fight by which we 
fee 

Light is propagated from luminous bodies in time, ^nd 
fpends about feven or eight minutes of an hour in Piling 
from the fun to the earth. Nitons Opt.eks. 

2. Illumination of mind; inftru#.on ; knowledge. 

Of thofe things which are for dire#ion of all the parts of 
our life needful, and not impoffible to be ^cerned by the 
light of nature itfelf, arc there not many which 
tural capacity hath been able to find out. “lu r 

Light may be taken from the experiment of the horfe- 
tooth ring, how that thofe things which alliiagc the flnle of 
the fpirits, do help difeafes 'gggHfg gfc 

I will place within them as a guide 
My umpire confcience, whom if they will hear 
Light after light well us’d they (hall attain ’ , p T n 
And to the end periling fafe arrive. Miltons Pm 
I opened Ariofto in Italian, and the very firft two lines 
pave me light to all I could detlre. .* /■ i ‘ 

S If this internalor any propofition which 7 " t 
infpired, be conformable to the principles of reafon ,°[ 
the P word of God, which is attclled revelation, reafon^ 

"The ordinary words of language, and our common ufc of 
t he“Kve given us lig% into the nature ot our ideas, 

if ^o'fVr—g navigation ate loft, which 
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no^ doubt would have given us great H 3 ht in thole mM . 

„ . Arbuthnot on Culm 

3- 1 he part of a pt#urc which is drawn with bright colour 

or in which the light is fuppofed to fall. 2 C ° lours ’ 

Never admit two equal lights in the Came piaure; but the 
greater light mull ftrike forcibly on thofe places of the air 
ture where the principal figures arc ; diminilhing as it coL. 
nearer the borders. Dndm's 

4 - Reach of knowledge; mental view. J 

Light, and underftanding, and wifdom, like the wifdom 
of the gods, was found in him. Dan v 1 

Wc faw as it were thick clbuds, which did put us in fome 
hope of land, knowing how that part of the South fea was 
utterly unknown, and might have iflands or continents that 
hitherto were not come to light. Bacon's Nat. Hi/! 

They have brought to light not a few profitable experi- 
™ el . KS - , . „ Bacon's Natural Hi/lory. 

5. romt of view; fttuatton; direaion in which the light falls. 

Frequent confideration of a thing wears off the ftrangenefs 
of it; and fliews it in its feveral lights, and various ways of 
appearance, to the view of the mind. g 0ltt /j 

It is impoffible for a man of the greateft parts to confider 
any thing in its Whole extent, and in all its variety of lights. 

Addifon's Speltator, N°. 409. 
An author who his not learned the art of ranging his 
thoughts, and ictting them in proper lights, will lofe^himfelf 
in confulion. Addifon's Speltator, N\ 291. 

6. Explanation.. 

I have endeavoured, throughout this difeourfe, that every 
former part might give ftrength unto all that follow, and 
every latter bring fome light unto all before. Hooker, b. i. 

We fliould compare plates of feripture treating of the'fame 
point: thus one part of the facred text could not fail to give 
light unto another. Locke's EJfay on St. Paul's Epijlles. 

7. Any thing that gives light; a pharos; a taper. 

That light we fee is burning in my hall; 

How far that little candle throws his beams. 

So Ihines a good deed in a naughty world. Shakefpeare. 
Then he called for a light, and fprang in, and fell down 
before Paul. A Is xvi. 29. 

I haye fet thee to be a light of the Gentiles, for falva- 
tion unto the ends of the earth. Alls xiii. 47. 

Let them be for figns. 

For feafons, and for days, and circling years; 

And let them be for lights, as I ordain 
Their office in the firmament of heav’n, 

To give light on the earth. Milton's Par. Loft. 

I put as great difference between our new lights and an¬ 
cient truths, as between the fun and an evanid meteor. 

Glanville's Seep. 

Several lights will not be feen. 

If there be nothing elfe between; 

Men doubt bccaufe they ftand fo thick i’ th’ Iky, 

If thofe be liars that paint the galaxy. Cawley. 

I will make fome offers at their fafety, by fixing fome 
marks like lights upon a coaft, by which their (hips may 
avoid at lead known rocks. Temple. 

He ftill mud mourn 

The fun, and inoon, and ev’ry Harry light. 

Eclips’d to him, and loft in cverlafting night. 

Light, adj. [leohr, Saxon.] 

1. Not tending to the center with great force; not heavy. 

Hot and cold were in one body fixt. 

And foft with hard, and light with heavy mixt. Dryden. 
Thefe weights did not exert their natural gravity till they 
were laid in the golden balance, infomuch that I could not 
truels which was light or heavy whilft I held them in my 
j^ m ]_ Addifon's Speltator, N.463. 

2. Not burdenfome; eafy to be worn, or carried, or lifted; 

not onerous. , . 

Horfe, oxen, ploueh, tumbrel, cart, waggon, and warn, 
The lighter and (Longer the greater thy gainc. Tuffer. 

It will be light, that you may bear it 
Under a doke that is of any length. Sbakejpeare. 

A king that would not feel his crown too heavy, mult 
wear it every day ; but if he think it too light ,, he knoweth 
not of what metal it is made. aeons Jjay 

q. Not afflidive; eafy to be endured. f 

3 Every light and common thing incident mto^ny^part ^ 

man’s life. , .. , • ’ 

Lirht fuff’rings give us le.fure to complain. 

We groan, but cannot fpeak, in greater pin. Dryden. 

A Eafy to be performed; not difficult; not valuable. 

4 7 Forgive 

ff fictions light I mix with truth divine. 

And fill thefe lines with other pra.fe than*me W 

Well pleas’d were all hi - tnends, the talk was ugm, 

Tim mother, daughter, they invite. Dryden. 

r Eafy to be acted on by any power. 

5 Apples of a ripe flavour, frelh and fair, ^ 

Mellow’d by winter from thenrcrud- . ; « .’ 

Light of digeftion now, and fit for uic. Dry ^ 


Prior. 


samuel Johnson A Dictionary of the English Lan 
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Bacon. 

A light error in the manner of making the following trials 

® « C - C »Unm «in/ii/*xA(eni! JjG^lC• 



*• N ?' h “ s V 2acS J ,' with » company of itorfemcn lay 
dofet IS, in a convenient place fo, that pnrpofe. Knot. 
7. Adivc; nimble. 

‘ He fo light was at legerdemain, 

That what he touch’d came not to light again. 

Afah.el was as light of foot as a wild roe. 2 Sam. 11. 18. 

There Stamford came, for his honour was lame 
Of die -out three months together; 

But it prov’d, when they fought, but a running gout. 
For heels were lighter than ever. Denham. 

Youths, a blooming band ; 

Lirht bounding from the earth at once they rife, , 

Their feet half viewlefs quiver in the Ikies. Pope s Odyf. 
j. Unencumbered; unembairaffedI; clear of . 

Unmarried men are bell mailers, but not bei £_* 

for they are light to run away 
o. Slight*; not great, 

A light error in- 

was enough to render fome of them unfuccefsful 

10. Not crafs ; not grofs. 

In the wildemefs there is no bread, nor water, and our 
foul loathcth this light bread. f um - xxl - 5 - 

Light fumes are merry, groffer fumes are fad. 

Both are the reafonable foul run mad. Dryd. Nun s Tale. 

11. Eafy to admit any influence; unfteady; unlcttled ; loofe. 
Falfe of heart, light of ear, bloody of hand. Shakefpeare. 

Thefe light vain perfons ftill are drunk and mad 
With furfeitings, and pleafurcs of their youth. Davies. 
They arc light of belief, and great lifteriers after news. 

Howell. 

There is no greater argument of a light and iuconfidcrate 
perfon, than prophanely to feoff at religion. Tillotfon's Serm. 

12. Gay ; airy; without dignity or folidity; trifling. 

Seneca cannot be too heavy, nor Plautus too light. Shakef. 

13. Not chafte; not regular in condu£I. 

Let me not be tight. 

For a light wife doth make a heavy hulband. Shakefpeare. 

14. [From light, n.f J Bright; clear. 

As foon as the morning wa3 light , the men were fent 
away. Gen. xliv. 3. 

The horfes ran up and down with their tails and mains on 
a light fire. Knollcs. 

15. Not dark ; tending to whitenefs. 

In painting, the light and a white colour are but one and 
the fame thing: no colour more refembles the air than white, 
and by confequcnce no colour which is lighter. Dryden. 

Two cylindric bodies with annular fulci, found with lliarks 
teeth, and other (hells, in a light coloured clay. JVoodward. 
Light, adv. [for lightly, by colloquial corruption.] Lightly; 
cheaply. 

Shall we fet light by that cuftom of reading, from whence 
fo precious a benefit hath.grown. Hooker, b. v. 

To Light, v. a. [from light, n.f ] 
j. To kindle; to inflame ; to fet on fire. 

Swinging coals about in the wire, throughly lighted them. 

k Boyle. 

This truth Ihines fo clear, that to go about to prove it, 
were to light a candle to feek the fun. Glanville's Seep. 
The maids, who waited her commands. 

Ran in with lighted tapers in their hands. Dryden. 

Be witnefs gods, and ftrike Jocafta dead, 

If an immodeft thought, or low defire, 

Inflam’d my bread fincc firft our loves were lighted. 

Dryden and Lee's Oedipus. 
Abfencc might cure it, or a fecond miftrefs 
Light up another flame, and put out this. Addifon's Cato. 
2. To give light to; to guide by light. 

A beam that falls, 

Frelb from the pure glance of thine eye, 

Lighting to eternity. Crafhctw. 

Ah hopclefs, lading flames ! like thofe that burn 
To light the dead, and warm th’ unfruitful urn. Pote. 
To illuminate. * 

The fun was fet, and vefpcr to fupply 
His abfent beams, had lighted up the fky. Dryden. 

Cp is emphatically joined to light. 

No fun was lighted up the world to view. Dryd. Ovid. 
[from the adjective.] To lighten ; to eafe of a burthen. 
Land fome of our paflengers, 

And light this weary vellel of her load. Fain £>uesn 

To Light, v. n. [lickt, by chance, Dutch.] * ^ 

** Eo happen; to fall upon by chance. 

,. N ?r! t / Ctt , led in valour than di( i ,o( ed to juftice, if either 
fttey had lighted on a better fnend, or could have learned to 
make friendlbip a child, and nothe the father of virtue. Sidney 
l he prince, by chance, did on a lady light, 
tat was right fair, and frelh as morning rofe. Fa 9u 
tta Ply» your eye Iball tight upon fome toy ' * 

*ou have defire to purchase. ca / a 

ui the tides of people once up, there want not [tiring 
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winds to make them more rough; fo this people diA tight 
upon two ringleaders. Sacon s Hairy Vllth* 

P Of late years, the royal oak did lighten count Rho- 
dophil. Howel’s Vocal Forejl . 

The way of producing fuch a change bn colours may be 
eafily enough lighted on, by thofe coiiverfant in the folutions 
of mercury. r u , Boyle on Colours. 

He fought by arguments to looth her pain; 

Nor thofe avail’d : at length he lights on one. 

Before two moons their orb with light adorn, 

If heav’n allow me life, 1 will return. Dryden. 

Truth, light upon this way, is of no more av. il to us than 
error; for what is fo taken up by us, may be falfe as well as 
true; and he has not done his duty, who has thus Humbled 
upon truth in his way to preferment. Locke. 

Whofoever firft lit on a parcel of that fubftance wc call 
gold, could not rationally take the bulk and figure to de¬ 
pend on its real ellence. Locke. 

As wily reynard walk’d the ftreets at night,' 

On a tragedian’s malk he chanc’d to light , 

Turning it o’er, he mutter’d with difdain, 

How vaft a head is here without a brain. Addifon. 

A weaker man may fometimes light on notions which 
have efcaped a Wifer. IVatts's Improvement of the Mind. 

2. [AlijJycan, Saxon.] To defeend from a horfe or carriage. 

When Naaman faw him. running after him, he lighted 
down from the chariot to meet him. 2 Kings v. 21. 

I faw ’em falute on horfeback, 

Beheld them when they lighted , how they clung 
‘In their embracement. Shakefp. Henry VIII, 

Rebekah lifted up her eyes, and when (he law Ifaac, (he 
lighted oft’ the camel. Gen. xxiv. 64. 

The god laid down his feeble rays* 

Then lighted from his glittering coach, Swift, 

3. To fall in any particular direction. 

The wounded Heed curvets; and, rais’d upright. 

Lights on his feet before : his hoofs behind 

Spring up in air aloft, and lalh the wind. Dryden's dErt. 

4. To fall; to ftrike on. 

He at his foe with furious rigour Unites, 

That ftrongeli oak might ieem to overthrow ; 

The ftroke upon his ftficld fo heavy lights , 

T hat to tlw ground it doubleth him full low. Fairy J^u. 
At an uncertain lot none can find themfelves grieved on 
whomfoever it lighteth. Hooker, b. i. 

They Iball hunger no more; neither lhall the fun light on 
them, nor any heat. Rev, vii. 16. 

On me, me only, as the fource and fpring 
Of all corruption, all thq blame lights due. Milt. Pa. L. 
A curie lights upon him prclcntlv after : his great army is 
utterly ruined, he himfelf (lain in it, and his head and right 
hand ’cut off, and hung up before Jerufalem. South's Serm. 

5. To Fettle; to relt. 

I plac’d a quire of fuch enticing birds. 

That Ihc will tight to liften to their lays. Shakefpeare. 

Then as a bee which among weeds doth fall. 

Which feem fweet flow’rs, with luftre frelh and gay. 

She lights on that, and this, and tafteth all, ’ 

But pleas’d with none, doth rife and foar away. Davis. 
Plant trees and fhrubs near home, for them to pitch on at 
their fvvarming, that they may not be in danger of bein^ 
loft for want of a lighting place. Mortimers Hufbandn. 
To Lighten, v. n. [):re, 1 i 5 t, Saxon.] 

1. To flalh, with thunder. 

This dreadful night, 

That thunders, liglrtens, opens graves, and roars 
As doth the lion. Shakefpeare's Julius Cetfar. 

Although I joy in thee, 

I have no joy of this contra# to night; 

It is too ralh, too unadvis’d, too fudderf, 

Too like the light’ning, which doth ceafe to be 
Ere one can fay it lightens. Shakefp. Romeo and Juliet 
The lightning that lightened} out of the one part under hca- 
ven, Ihewcth unto the other part. Luke xvii. 24. 

2. i o In me like lightning. T 

Yet looks he like a kin^: behold his eye. 

As bright as is the eagle’s^ lightens forth 

3 . rfES&ffiL «*.] “■** 

the? L ° rd ’ kt mCrCy lightm UP ° n US ’ ns our tr ^ ^ in 

To Lighten. v . [from light.] C ° mmn Pr ^ r ‘ 

1. 1 o illuminate; to enlighten. 

Upon his bloody finger he doth wear 
A precious ring, that lightens all the hoi* Ct l a. 

W h ch fett ft the eye without, and mind within ; 7 

Vjuit 7 r?,m W ‘ th ° ne c,ear heav’nly ray, 

Whitfh now to view itfelf doth firft begin/ 7 ’ Davies 

, A a , k 7 °!/* ran ail along the fhore. 

And lighten d all the river with a blaze. 
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